
Nashville UMC 
        Offering Better Life Through Christ 

 Connecting Point - June 2019 

Dear Church Family,  

This is my final epistle to you. As you move forward spiritually both as individuals 
and as a church, I’d like to challenge you with words of Jude, the half-brother of 
Jesus. In verse 3, he encourages us to “contend” for the gospel. This means to 
assert something as a position.  We are to profess, affirm, and avow the gospel 
in every facet of our lives – during good times or during struggles.   

Romans 2 indicates that we are responsible for the knowledge that we have 
received. In our time together, we have plowed deeply into God’s Word.  I pray 
and trust that as we have “reasoned together,” all of us have grown as one in the 
Lord.  Moving forward, remember to be kind. There is no place in God’s kingdom 
for any who live an unkind or harsh lifestyle.  Kindness is foundational.  Be kind 
to your new pastor.  No one is perfect – especially me!  Thank you for extending 
to him the same grace you have shown toward me.   

Be kind to one another and to the new ones who will come.  They will be jewels 
in your crowns before the Lord.  Embrace unity so God’s anointing will continue 
to be poured out.  Never forget to pour into the lives of the youth and children.  
You are their most important ministers, and they are the future of the church. 
Think of the “Kingdom of Heaven” when you think of the children.   

All the church’s ministries are important and the needs of this world underscore 
the need for faithfulness, especially during this time of transition.  Rely on the 
Holy Ghost because He is the only power that will move Nashville Methodist into 
God’s best future. You are known as a ”regional” church because of your 
sweeping impact.  So continue to build on the foundation that has been laid from 
the beginning, even our great Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

It has been one of the highlights of my life to love you and to serve you for 
Jesus’ sake. Thank you so much for the privilege and opportunity.  

Grace and His peace, 
Pastor Ralph 



 

Children & Youth 
If you would like to receive the weekly updates contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net 
(King’s Kids) or kaitlyn@nashvilleumc.net (Youth PAC & Pathfinders). You can also 
learn more about our children and youth ministries at www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

Summer is underway in the Children & Youth Ministries! 

——  Children  —— 

(1) We are hiring! Our nursery is seeking part-time, paid attendants to join our team who 
love Jesus, love kids, and have 10-15 hours per month to serve. For more information, 
contact melissa@nashvilleumc.net. 

(2) On June 2, all Camp-4-Kids campers will be commissioned during the 8:30am 
Children’s Moment. If your child or youth is heading to Camp Willow Springs, Camp 
Willow Run, or another Christian camp, we invite them to join us as we pray over their 
safety, spiritual growth, and witness this summer. 

(3) June 9 is Promotion Sunday! Children and youth should report to their 2019-2020 
classrooms during Sunday School to meet their teachers and friends, and enjoy Krispy 
Kreme doughnuts. Locations: Preschool/Older 3s & 4s (C103), K5/1st (C104), 2nd/3rd 
(C105), 4th/5th (C106), Middle School (upstairs), High School (basement). If you have 
questions or would like more information about adult Sunday School options, email 
nichole@nashvilleumc.net. New to Sunday School? This is a great day to join us! 

(4) Register now for Vacation Bible School! Children ages 3 years – rising 6th grade are 
invited to join us nightly July 14-17 from 5:45-8pm. Dinner will be provided. This year’s 
theme is “Power Up: Raise Your Game!” We’ll all learn how to ‘level up’ in our faith as 
we turn to Jesus for power and strength. Volunteer and children’s registration is 
available at www.nashvilleumc.net. Seasoned, new, and youth volunteers are needed. 
VBS is only possible with the support of the church body! 

——  Youth  —— 

Our youth programs have come to a close for the 2018-2019 school year! We have 
some exciting activities planned for the summer in addition to our Bible studies, so make 
sure you are staying up-to-date with the weekly email. To be added to the emails for 
Youth Pac or Pathfinders, contact kaitlyn@nashvilleumc.net.  

 Pathfinders Weekly Bible Study - Wednesday from 7-8:30pm (July 17 – August 7) 

 Youth Pac Weekly Bible Study - Wednesday from 12-2:30pm (July 17 – August 7) 

 Passionate Prayer Partners is a bible study for middle school girls! We will be 
meeting Wednesday nights at 6:30pm on the front porch of the church office 
beginning June 12. Text Blakely Rollins for more information! (252)-230-1252  

 



 

Casting Out Demons 
As a born and bred Southern Baptist, my conservative understanding of the Gospel runs 
deep. I can’t recall ever hearing a preacher challenge me to cast out demons in the name 
of Jesus. Not because it wasn’t in the Bible, it just wasn’t talked about. Looking back,  
I remember hearing sermons about hell and sin, about baptisms and being born again. 
But not demons. For me, talk of casting out demons conjured up images of exorcisms and 
possessed pigs (Matthew 8:28), which can still make this former backseat Baptist a bit 
uneasy. So, when in a recent sermon, Pastor Luke challenged the congregation to 
exercise our faith—and the authority we’ve been given as Christ-followers—to cast out 
demons, heal the sick, and proclaim the kingdom of God, I started to squirm in my seat a 
little. Uneasiness crept in, but Pastor Luke wasn’t shying away from the disciples’ 
commission in Luke 9:1-2, posing the question, “What would it look like today if we really 
did this? If we cast out demons in the name of Jesus?”  

After church on Sunday and into Monday, I couldn’t shake those words from my head, or 
the uneasiness I felt trying to internalize how to apply this Scripture to my life. I prayed for 
God to show me its relevance. A few hours later, my mind already on Monday’s to-do list, 
I received a note from someone thanking me for something I’d said, and how God used 
my words to cast out feelings of doubt this person had in their heart about an issue they 
were facing. And almost audibly, God spoke to me—both about the relevance of the 
Scripture, and how He was already using me to cast out demons in His name. I felt my 
heart shift as God reminded me that as a Christ-follower, by faith I have the authority to 
cast out demons in my life and in the lives of others. Demons of doubt. Fear. Insecurity. 
Hopelessness. Sadness. Anger. Anxiety. Envy. Etc. 

God reminded me that demonic oppression takes all forms, and casting out demons is 
often much subtler than the pig scene that was etched in my mind as a young Christian. 
Casting out demons may mean praying for someone, offering encouragement, or 
speaking peace, healing, or clarity into their life. Perhaps it’s extending grace or 
forgiveness, not allowing the demon of brokenness or bitterness to sever a relationship. It 
may mean offering reassurance to your child, prayerfully proclaiming God’s power over 
fear’s grip. Or, it may mean submitting your life more fully to God, casting out whatever 
demon that’s crippling your walk with Jesus (James 4:7). 

We all battle demons daily (Ephesians 6:12). Demons whose persistent intentions are to 
thwart our purpose, plant doubt, and wreak havoc on us physically, mentally, and socially. 
Don’t render yourself irrelevant in the battle. Believe that God can use you to cast out 
demons too. 

“You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world.” – 1 John 4:4 

In His Love and Grace, 
Dr. Nichole Huff 
Director of Children and Family Ministries 



 

Focus on Stewardship 

Endowment Scholarships 

While November and December may be the busiest time of year for most people, 
May and June comes in a close second. As the school year comes to an end, there 
are recitals, concerts, and banquets. For our High School Seniors, it’s an especially 
exciting time as they have their final school events and make plans following  
graduation. Along with the excitement of continuing their education comes concerns 
of how to pay for it all.  

At Nashville UMC, we have four Scholarship Endowments: The Moore Family 
Scholarship, The Sallie Batchelor Scholarship, The Dorsey Daniel Scholarship, and 
The Scott and Mary Lou Braswell Family Scholarship. These families have chosen 
to create endowments through the United Methodist Foundation. These  
endowments hold principal funds in a perpetuity investment. Each year, NUMC  
receives the investment income to be awarded to students that have been involved 
in the life of NUMC.  

The Moore Scholarship was the first 
endowment created for the youth at 
NUMC. In 2000, Paul and Doris  
attended a presentation on wills and 
endowments given by The United 
Methodist Foundation. Through  
prayer and guidance by the Holy  
Spirit, the Moores opened the  
endowment to be used for NUMC 
youth. It is given yearly in honor of 
their grandchildren Wimberly, Ben, 
and Arrington. Doris shared that 
blessing high school seniors in the 
pursuit of their post high school edu-
cation has been the most rewarding 
thing she has done. While Paul has passed to his heavenly home, Doris continues 
to contribute to the fund in order to bring additional blessings to graduating seniors 
as tuition costs continue to rise.  

A legacy gift to NUMC opens doors for the funding of ministry for future generations. 
But the greatest impact of a planned gift is the example left for the next generation, 
a lasting expression of love for the Church. Jackson Rollins and Kaitlyn Stocks were 
recipients of the Moore Family Scholarship. They shared how this gift impacted 
them. 

Paul & Doris Moore 



 

Supporting our Future 

When I received the Moore scholarship, 
what meant the most to me was the  
willingness to invest in the next generation. 
I felt incredibly grateful to belong to a 
church body who supports each other in 
prayer, in service, and through financial 
generosity to help me succeed in the next 
stage of my life. I was thankful that the 
Moore family entrusted me to be a good 
steward of this gift to be used for my  
education and ultimately for His glory. It 
was a reminder to me of God's provision 
through the people of His Church and their 
faithfulness to love and build up the body 
through their generosity.  

 

To this day, I am incredibly 
honored and thankful to 
have been a recipient of the 
Moore Scholarship from 
Nashville UMC. Most  
scholarship programs  
select their recipients solely 
on academic achievement 
and extra-curricular activity. 
Admitting to be somewhat 
of an “average” student,  
I was grateful for a scholar-

ship opportunity that took into account more than just grades and chose to  
consider the spiritual heart-state of students as well as their willingness and  
dedication to the advancement of the Kingdom.  

Receiving this scholarship served as a strong encouragement and much  
appreciated show of support from my church family. It was a reminder to me that 
academic success in life was minuscule compared to Kingdom success. Thank you 
to the Moore family for their continued love and generosity to the students of  
Nashville UMC! 

  

Kaitlyn Stocks 

Jackson Rollins 



Submitted by Carrie Morningstar 

This spring I had the pleasure of chaperoning twenty-one children on a retreat at Camp 
Willow Springs. Our church took twenty-one boys and girls, ages 9-13. We had newbies 
and some veteran campers for our three day retreat. It was the best thing I could have 
done that weekend. Children have a way of reminding me that I do not know everything 
there is to know about life. They have a unique way of teaching adults things that we 
thought we already knew. During the retreat, I laughed in a new way and saw Jesus 
through the eyes of young children.  

Last year, I was asked to go on this retreat with three other chaperones; Melanie Collier, 
John Denton, and Bryan Huff. We enjoyed our time last year so much, we all decided to 
chaperone this year as well. As great as last year was, we all felt like this year was even 
better! Our church was well represented by our children and the way they handled 
themselves. NUMC has wonderfully blessed children and youth programs that continue to 
grow. It grows because of retreats like this one that introduces young children to the idea 
of Jesus.  

I cannot say enough about church camps and retreats. Jesus comes alive for so many 
people when they get away from the busyness of life. This happens for children as well as 
adults. My children have one job each summer and that is to go to camp. My son started 
camp in the 3rd grade when a friend from our church invited him to come along. He and 
his sisters have been going to summer camp ever since. During these camps, Jesus is 
everywhere always. It is when we take ourselves away from our regular day that we really 
see Him and let Him work in our lives. 

Thank you Nichole for allowing me to have the 
opportunity to chaperone this retreat. Thank 
you to the parents who allowed us to care for 
their children on this trip. Thank you to our 
Lord Jesus who planted seeds in the lives of 
so many children during the retreat and during 
King’s Kids this year. Camp or no camp, Jesus 
is all around us. We need to be still in our 
busyness and notice Jesus in all things.  

Servants and chaperones: Carrie Morningstar, 
Melanie Collier, John Denton, and Bryan Huff.  



Our Appalachia Service Project Mission 
Trip is busy making last minute plans to 
serve the residents of Scott County, 
Tennessee. Scott County is a small area 
with a poverty rate of 22%, with 37.5% of 
children below the poverty line. We are 
taking our largest team ever with 80 
missionaries giving a week of their time to 
repair homes and share the love of Jesus 
with families in need. 

Our missionaries, along with six team 
members from Saint Paul's Episcopal 
Church in Greenville, will be leaving 
bright and early on Sunday, June 23 from 
the Hilliard Street parking lot. All are 
welcome to join them in a prayerful send 
off at 4:55am. We will anoint the 

traditional bandana prayer cloths during the ASP Team Commissioning at services on 
June.16. Everyone is encouraged to pray over the bandanas as a way for the team to 
take a little piece of the NUMC family with them. 

2019 ASP Mission Teams 

Team 1 
Susan Broom 
John Wozniak 
Joseph Cooke 
Sidney Langley 
Taylor Dinota 
Zack Kitchen 
Jeremy Pietrick 

Team 2 
Tommy Broom 
Chrisola Hamm 
Mary Thomas 
Stephen Bradley 
Molly Ess 
Walker Kate Bastian 
Liam Morningstar 

Team 3 
Chris Cobb 
Wanda Hildreth 
Betty Dixon 
Bella Bullock 
Dillion Jenkins 
Oliva Leeson 
Jackson Nethercutt 

Team 4 
Michael Durham 
Barry Kiger 
Hannah Whitehead 
Emma Cary 
Brian Jones 
Isaac Lewis 
Anna Powell 

Team 5 
Mike Elks 
Bobbie Smith 
Sherry Powell 
Leah Carr 
Sammy Lewis 
Shelby Morgan 
Annie Vinson 

Team 6 
Brian Jenkins 
Megan Beal 
Ann Kirkman 
Peyton Carr 
AJ Lytton 
Carolyn Nethercutt 
Ellie Nugen 

Team 7 
Bill Lumpp 
Allen Clark 
Robin Pietrick 
Regan Clark 
Tyler Perry  
Anna Wilson  
Parker McKeel 

Team 8 
Joe Register 
Roxxy Langloss 
Christopher Lumpp 
Mary Vivian Cobb 
Brooks Rehm 
Luke Leeson 
Lindsey Ray 

Team 9 
Joe Smith 
Jennifer Lewis 
Samuel Smith 
Kelly Cooke 
Nathan Kiger 
Mattie Taylor 
Haley Womble 

Team 10 
Lynn Ward 
Katherine McKeel 
Tiara Joyner 
Paige Cosby 
Paul Powell 
Kennedy Vinson 
Allison Smith 

Team 11 
Christy Smith 
Randy Langloss 
Sarah Stone 
Hailey Dinota 
Dylan Kitlzie 
Damien Wozniak 
Lara Wood 

Floaters 
Lewis Smith 
Liz Wilson 
Kaitlyn Stocks 



Safe Sanctuaries Training:  Safe Sanctuaries Training is required once each calendar 
year for anyone working with children, youth, or vulnerable adults. Training will be offered 
again on June 2 at 4:00pm. If you’re not sure if you are due to retake the class, contact 
Jackie at 459-7178 or Jackie@nashvilleumc.net. 

Baby Bottle Blessings: Baby bottles from Your Choice Pregnancy Resource Center are 
now available in the Gathering Area. Take a bottle and fill them with cash, coins and/or 
checks for The Baby Bottle Campaign. Bottles are due back on Father’s Day, June 16. 

Methodist Men's Breakfast: Our UMM Breakfast will be on Sunday, June 9 at 7:30am in 
Cockrell Hall. All men are invited for great food, fellowship, and a short meeting to discuss 
upcoming ministry events.  

Stephen Ministers Commissioning: On Sunday, June 9, we’ll commission seven 
Stephen Ministers at our 8:30 service. These dedicated servants have been training for 
almost four months and are ready to begin their caring ministry in our community. We 
thank God for all of our Stephen Ministers and ask God to bless their ministries. 

Organist Needed: We are searching for an organist to play for our 11:00 Traditional 
Worship Service. Resumes should be submitted to info@nashvilleumc.net. 

Can you Serve? We need additional volunteers for 8:30 & 11am Children’s Church. 
Contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net to join a monthly team. 

WDS Registration for the 2019-2020 school year is now open. If you have any questions 
or would like to schedule a visit, contact Denise Calloway at school@nashvilleumc.net or 
459-7636. Visit WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/WEEKDAY_SCHOOL for applications. 

Annual Conference: Please be in prayer for our pastors and lay delegates as they attend 
the Annual Conference of the NC United Methodist Church on June 12-15 in Greenville, 
NC. Visit WWW.UMC.ORG/WHO-WE-ARE/ANNUAL-CONFERENCES to learn more about this event. 
Our communion offering on June 2 will go to a special Annual Conference offering for 
Youth Storm Response, which will be matched dollar for dollar. Please give generously. 

Methodism 101: This class with Pastor Luke is for anyone interested in joining NUMC or 
members who want a refresher on our core beliefs and mission. No need to sign up, just 
come to the Parlor on Monday, June 10 at 6pm. If childcare is needed, contact the office. 

Love Offering: We are accepting donations for a love offering to be given to Ralph for his 
retirement. Donations can be made through the offering. 

NUMC Softball:  Our Softball Team has started their spring season. They’ll be playing at 
the Rocky Mount Sports Complex. Get a schedule of upcoming games on our website or in 
the Information Centers. 

Church Directory: We took lots of pictures in April and May for our directory, but we’re still 
missing many people that worship with us. We want to include everyone, even if you aren’t 
officially a member. If you’d like to schedule a time to get a picture made, contact the 
church office.  We can also accept contributed pictures (send to info@nashvilleumc.net).  

 

Events 



prayers 
Do you have a prayer request or 
want to pray for those in need? Join 
our Prayer Chain.  

Contact our office at 459-7178 or 
info@nashvilleumc.net to be added 
to the email or phone distribution list. 

Submit prayer requests to 252-459-
7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. Join 
our Prayer Warriors on Tuesday 
mornings at 7am in the Parlor for 
Prayers with the Pastor. They pray 
for our community, country, and all 
prayer requests in the church. 

Nashville United Methodist Church 

@nashvilleUMCNC 

stay connected 
Get schedules for Children, Youth, and Adults at our 
Information Centers located at both entrances. You will 
also find brochures on various ministry groups, Church 
Council Minutes, and more. 

Save a tree and postage costs by receiving your  
newsletter via email or view the newsletter anytime at 
www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

To schedule a church event, complete the church event 
form at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES and submit 
to info@nashvilleumc.net 

Men's Bible Study: Our men have a Bible Study every Tuesday at 8:30am in the Bus 
Garage. This study includes men from several other churches in our area. Come study 
God's word with others who are growing in their faith.  

Photography: We are always looking for pictures to post on social media. If you have 
pictures of church events, text to 252-314-1118 or email to info@nashvilleumc.net 

Prayer Watch: Join with others at NUMC if you desire to pray for the church, our  
nation, government, and individual needs. Come monthly on the fourth Friday at 6pm 
upstairs in the War Room. Contact Marilyn Poll (252-452-3006) with any questions. 

Trustee Work Areas: If you find a repair that needs to be made, please refer to the printout 
available in the workroom, kitchens and online at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES. 
Cleaning needs can be written in the notebooks in the information centers. 
Lost & Found: We have a Lost & Found area in the Work Room (room with the drink machine) with 
several coffee mugs, glasses, and other items. We are putting coats and other clothing in the coat 
closet in the Gathering Area. We’ll keep items for 6 months and then they will be donated to Faith 
Christian Ministries. 
 

 

Events 



Attendance 
2019 YTD Average Attendance 

8:30 Praise & Worship: 258 
11:00 Praise & Worship: 90 

Traditional: 72 

Average of all Services: 508 
Includes special services and those on 

retreats & mission trips. 

 

Facts & Figures 



Weekly Events Special Dates 

Sunday 
  8:30am Praise & Worship Service 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Service 

11:00am Praise & Worship Service 

  6:00pm Ralph’s Small Group :Parlor 

Monday 
  7:00am WICK Emmaus : Hardee’s  

Tuesday 
  7:00am Prayers with the Pastor : Parlor 

  8:30am Men’s Bible Study : Bus Garage 

  6:30pm Women’s Study : Church Office 
 (1st & 3rd Tuesday only) 

  7:00pm AA : Bus Garage 

  8:00pm NarAnon : Basement 

Wednesday 

  6:15am Youth Bible Study : Sheetz 

  3:00pm NES Mentoring : Cockrell Hall 

  5:30pm Youth Choir Practice : Choir Rm 

  6:30pm Choir Practice : Choir Room 

  7:00pm Praise & Worship Team Practice  

  8:00pm NA : Bus Garage 

Thursday 
  7:30pm Disciple I : Library  

Saturday 
10:00am La Estrella Ministry 
 4118 W Hwy 97, Stanhope 

Team Meetings 
June 5 Administrative Chair Breakfast 
 6am : Oak Level Café 

  Audit Team, 7pm : B104 

June 12 Trustees, 7pm : A205  

June 18 Stephen Ministry, 6pm : B102 

 Weekday School Board 
 6pm : Chapel  

June 2 Graduation Sunday & 
 Camper Commissioning 

 Safe Sanctuaries Training 
 4pm : Cockrell Hall 

June 6 Methodism 101 
 6pm : Parlor 

June 9 Stephen Ministers  
 Commissioning 

 Sunday School Promotion 

 Healing Service/Reception 
 6:30pm : Braswell Hall 

June 12 Passionate Prayer Partners 
 Girl’s Middle Sch Bible Study 
 6:30pm : Office Porch 

June 12-15 NCUC Annual Conference 
 Greenville Convention Center 

June 16 ASP Commissioning 

 Baby Bottles Returned 

June 23-29 ASP Mission Trip 
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